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Social meaning and linguistic variables

O

Speak Brooklyn-ese? Get Paid
for it.

By Toeey, 30 ApriL, 2010, 1 COMMENT

Need some extra cash and
speak the language of
Brooklyn? Check out this ad.
And we're so not kidding.

‘;a.v._ ———

Translation company is
interested in hearing from
speakers of “Brooklyn
English”, with good
knowledge of accent, slang,
nuances, etc, to meet the
interpreting needs of
foreign and out-of-town
clients who find it an
unexpected challenge.

Retrieved October 2011: http://bococaland.com/blog/2010/04/30/speak-brooklyn-ese-get-paid-for-it/




3 Questions

Does raised BOUGHT carry social meaning? (today)
What 1s that meaning(s)? (today)

Could understanding the meaning(s) of raised
BOUGHT provide any insight into the current change in
progress for raised BOUGHT in New York City? (for
later)

The approach: An experimental study of speech perception
(c.f. Campbell-Kibler 2009, 2011, Drager 2010, Levon 2007)




Experimental Design

Online survey

Responses gathered to short audio clips from four female, middle-aged speakers native to the Lower East Side
Clips selected for synthesizable tokens of BOUGHT

The F1 of BOUGHT was resynthesized so that each original clip had two versions, where the F1 of BOUGHT was either
well below or above the Atlas of North American English’s (Labov et al. 2006) cutoff for a raised BOUGHT (700 Hz)

Listeners recruited who were native to New York City; Total Listeners = 101
Listeners heard all eight clips (only one version of each raised/lowered pair), plus filler clips

Listeners provided three types of feedback: 1) open-ended response 2) estimations of speaker age, ethnicity and regional
background, and 3) ratings of speakers” affective traits

Not all Listeners responded to every question

Speakers Age Ethnicity
Grace 44 Latina Raised Lowered

Julia 42 white &
Leah 49 Jewish

Michel 48 African American Leah: And I thought, this is a really cool thing




Task 1: Open-ended response

O O

Listen and Describe

...After listening to the recording, in the space provided, tell us anything you can about your impression of the
eerson in the recordinﬁ. What do you think this person might be like? What kind of person do you think she is?
ou may write as much as you like, and listen to each recoding as many times as you like.

For some reason I imagine a person in a red sweater, older lady, maybe of Irish descent, and she's talking during a pta
meeting. [ don't know why I just get that impression

Listened to it 3 times, because the person seems very reserved. Couldn't figure the person out.
Yes! good New Yorker, the beginning of a good story

Nosey

30s, black, skinny female, college degree, upper middle class, married but no child yet

This is difficult, I've worked hard at not making judgments till the, like, 8th time I talk to a person, but here goes: From the
way she says 'she used to say' makes me think she's and 2nd generation latina, but then the 'talk' sounds more like... many
generations in Queens or something. I think you said all these samples were from women, so I'll guess this is a woman. Other
than saying she's between 17 and 65, I really couldn't guess her age. 30's?

A good New Yorker -- with the phrase "took off work" should be a less educated group and a group I associate with an older
generation.




RAISED BOUGHT:

o 40s
» e"ﬁ'f""“."fi _middle-aged s
g . A un homughlike
e Longlsland Midwest -— = ) - " mlddle class “Manhattan — " o = >
20s urban Working- lmis v -
Queens n r e r
LOWERED BOUGHT:

nnnnnn
o ;;ﬁinjnlui professionsl — -
- middle JEI'SEY nasal - mnthermm, - Cathalic
Latina_/- "2 Zing zeducated ™ =

: [lueens caim annoyed I“ et |dwest -«403 Bronklyn -.-Lnng -Island

college 2 [l¢ @ 20%ent “Souiids
|E age w 303"',&3'8"&;0”3[- Italian




middle-upper-class B 0 kI n
mﬂ the l' J normal angry

BI‘SB hlank appalled spiteful
maintained Wl]l‘kll'lg wealthy press fam“v ﬂllnservatlve [ ]

- BWISh‘”‘lﬁ!ﬁ!!l!!mﬁ'@‘é&ﬁ“‘“"“ = middle-aged  Jutia: Raised

Manhaﬂall 20s disgusted d nuter assau principal 5 Westchester .
o Id ™ |an"”'fla|r)rﬁer middle-class.|.ong-Island (minus “New- ‘

peeved

nllininnated mﬂm Szvaéﬁne:isulggfed 5“3 N Yulllggr ac c e nt Yorker, ” “White 7 )
yved BBF
I I l works ethnig
Ioud
UIIEG“S a(}cent concerned NYE ndlh‘tn u
East- Enast Inwer middle- classnnn ehate il
slighty

worker

yﬂ un g e THOthep.concerned "

Ianguage judgemental brownstone
matter-of - fl?:lalscuo':lsw strugglin nat “Ie olitical Prissy TA e
40 speaker U Id I Staten- |s"|and;:sg:*::rf., - Julia: Lowered
o love nplmnnate SRR (minus “New.

Queens .

Side nfnrmal managerlal rtheast Y 1« L 9
area orker,” “white
35- 50 nff'ce ’ )
upset unhapﬂynﬁ
35y:|?ple sumeune assertive h|tter dlstmyulshed New-| England n n n YE -

t
upper-middie-class SuUbU friondly @ d dl sweater

clear g strong-minded yygprieg
= NNQYe d cl

busy
ethnic

aware I I sex d naggling confi f:ﬁ"
Eas obsessive Sshallow
dIS llshtlt!d ﬂasual - s educated Serious
ostess principal phone
mnney PTA

Manhattan o uthority an r ierough normal

Brooklyn compulsive West NY-accent

teacher snarky English  Midwest

Doctor 90SSiP




accent
«==-NY-accent

Hisp amccm
whiny

normal

New

white

45-55
hesitant

"’""'s""'" '“"""'“""“' hopeful  Statenlisland e Middle- c|ass

20sAfrican-American™

surroundings
s WOKing-class s Bromx  yneducated

likely
Illll'l Italian nlder
preacher college e e n s bl
u ralse'ﬂw ?'5“‘“
nplnmns daclswe cn ar
vowel
llllE" gnvernmzm erse
teacher
Inwer class “" Asa n
far extroverted educated 23%"CY Manhattan hﬂl‘nll h
job homemaker Greek g

unsure
agitated incisive aNGrV _ eihpic

talking/arguing s Udent

cls

black 25 40 fast-talker
comfortable

many
immature Midwest direct

o w kl annoved accent

JEW'Sh Catholu: nervous
Spanish V'~ educated
& ol Gtina Uy eens::

assertive
East working-class rural
generatmns Ynnkers l:ullege aged girl Gll“eg

rofessional @
H I s p an I c :ggresswe umnterested Boston Self-examination

standard 25-33 25-50 uneducated | ;0 East-Side
NY-accent timid teacher Amel‘lcﬂ‘lllu.s:el'ﬂl‘lty Bronx
middle-aged suburban Phil nice

Long-Island

mother firm Manhattan
umspnken I an Sincere
sincere
irritated

teens Strong Jersey normal  smart

Dr
late

Grace:
Raised

(minus ‘
“New-

Yorker,”

“white”)

©

Grace:
Lowered

(minus
“New-
Yorker,”
“white”)

©




Tasks 2 and 3

Attributes

Age: How old do you think this person is?

Ethnicity: What do you think the ethnicity of this
person is?

Region: Where do you think this person is from? Be as
specific as you can be.

Ratings
Rate this person on the following scale:
Kind 2 3 mean

Greedy 2 3 generous
Hardworking 2 3 lazy
Aloof 2 3 friendly
Genuine 2 3 fake




Age, Region, and Ethnicity

Mixed-Effects models.
Age, Region and Ethnicity: Response variables

Fixed effects: Speaker (Leah, Michel, Grace, Julia) + Vowel Condition (Token Raised or
Lowered)

Random Effect: Listener

Age. A speaker is more likely to be perceived as older if the token is raised.

Region. A speaker is more likely to be perceived as from New York if the token is raised
(p < .022). Michel is more likely to be heard as non from New York. (p = .003).

Ethnicity. A speaker is NOT more likely to be perceived as white if the token is raised (p
=.904). But Leah (p < .001) and Julia (p < .001) are perceived as white.




Affective Scale Ratings




Affective Scale Ratings

N Lowered
M Raised

Kind to Mean Greedy to Generous Hardworking to Lazy Aloof to Friendly Genuine to Fake




Conclusions

Raised BOUGHT does carry social meaning. Speakers are perceived as:
* New Yorkers
* Older

* A bit mean, a bit greedy, a bit aloof

These social meanings point to a holistic style, something like “classic New Yorker.”

If the “classic New Yorker” (one who uses raised BOUGHT) is not just older, local (and
white), but a person with negative personality characteristics as well, could this
mean raised BOUGHT contributes to the negative stigma of the NY accent?

Could these types of meanings help us understand the change in progress away from
raised BOUGHT on the Lower East Side?
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